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I N V A S I V E  P L A N T  C O U N C I L  O F  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A

The purposes of the 

Council are: 

1) To educate the public

and professionals about 

invasive plants and their 

risk to ecosystems and 

economies through 

activities such as workshops,

seminars and newsletters. 

2) To fund research relating 

to invasive plants and make

this available to the public. 

Purple Loosestrife
Lythrum salicaria

See page 9 for 
information on the latest
bio-control research.
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Background
Through province-wide cooperation and coordination, the IPCBC is working to
minimize the negative ecological, social, and economic impacts caused by
the introduction, establishment, and spread of invasive plants.

The IPCBC is a registered society and charity whose members are involved in all
aspects of invasive plant management. Members include technical specialists
working for government and industry, weed committee coordinators, First
Nations representatives, foresters, forest technologists, biologists, ranchers,
horticulturists, recreationists, gardeners, and other concerned individuals.
Membership is open to everyone willing to work collaboratively with others.

The Council’s Board of Directors and five committees are working to:
• Increase public awareness of invasive plants;
• Secure long-term, stable funding for invasive plant management and the 

work of local committees;
• Review current legislation on invasive species to find areas needing 

attention;
• Build linkages among current invasive plant inventories and databases; and 
• Identify and promote coordinated research on invasive plant management.

Recognition of Funders for Key 2007 Projects
The IPCBC wishes to acknowledge the financial assistance of Dow
AgroSciences, BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands, BC Ministry of
Transportation, BC Ministry of Forests and Range, BC Ministry of Environment,
Canadian Food Inspection Agency, City of Victoria, Canadian Forest Service,
Environment Canada (Invasive Alien Species Partnership Program), Gibralter
Mines, Real Estate Foundation, Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC,
Vancouver Foundation, Fraser Basin Council, and many individuals. 



As 2007 comes to a close, it is a time to
look back at the paths taken and the
opportunities ahead. There is no doubt
that the awareness of and momentum
for invasive plant management will
continue to steadily increase. Over the
past year, the Council received more
invitations to speak, provided more
interviews to media, and developed
more resources than ever before. From
national radio to provincial television
and local newspapers, continual
requests were received to explain the
impact of invasive plants and what

people can do about them. In fact, in the Vancouver Sun,
the August article on invasive plants received
acknowledgement as the ‘Best Reader’s Response’ in 2007.
Thanks to all the writers, researchers, and practitioners for your
solid advice and direction for the diverse outreach in 2007!

While we might wonder what triggered this increased
demand for information, the time is right to improve
understanding across BC. Thanks both to climate change and
Mountain Pine Beetle (and other forest health pests), there is
a clear potential for invasive plants to exponentially spread
across the province. The warmer winters forecast for BC will
enable plants from the south to find new habitats further
north. Couple this with more disturbed ecosystems due to the
growing level of forest pests and increased land-base
activities and conditions are ripe for further invasive plant
infestations. There is no doubt that working together to stop
the introduction of new invasives (either intentionally or
accidentally) is the most cost effective and practical
approach to undertake. As a result, the Council will continue
to encourage that preventative actions are taken to stop
unnecessary introductions into the province, and that these
actions are accompanied by a coordinated and collaborative
response to high-risk plants that cross our borders. 

In these first years, our goal was to increase awareness across
the province, support local weed committees and their key
priorities, and help improve management activities on the
ground. Especially over the past year, the Council has worked
in many partnerships to deliver on each of these priorities.
Local weed committees now service almost the entire
province, and Coordinators have met to discuss key shared
issues, especially communications. The Council has now
launched a publication series on species-specific and
activity-based invasive plant management, T.I.P.S., and is
developing on the ground training programs.  

Next year, the Council aims to further expand understanding
of invasive plant issues, help ensure an effective listing of
invasive species, and facilitate processes for more diversified
funding for invasive plant management across all tenures and
groups. Once again, timely investment can be clearly shown
to decrease funding needs in the future and increase
effectiveness on the ground today.  

Gail Wallin
Executive Director, Invasive Plant Council of BC
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Entering our fifth year, we have come a
long way in raising public awareness
about the negative impacts of invasive
plants, and increasing acceptance of
invasive plants as a legitimate issue for
society as a whole. This year saw the
Council taking a lead role on the
provincial, national, and international
stage working towards increased
collaboration and communication.
These advancements are particularly
important given current concerns
about biodiversity and climate
change.

Across BC, a growing number of invasive plant committees
are developing partnerships, enabling joint communication
and awareness projects, and coordinating on-the-ground
treatments. Federal and provincial government, local
governments, industry, First Nations, horticulturists, gardeners,
ranchers, and utility companies are just some of the many
groups working together to make a difference at the local
level. These collaborations have already resulted in a more
coordinated and effective approach to invasive plant
management in BC. 

The Council was invited to join several national initiatives to
share our experience as a foundation for strengthening
linkages within provinces, across Western Canada, within the
Pacific Northwest, and amongst the provinces of Atlantic
Canada. On the world stage, the Council’s inclusive
approach was highlighted at the 9th International
Conference on the Ecology and Management of Alien Plant
Invasions in Perth, Western Australia. There is no doubt that our
work is being recognized at all levels.

As Chair, I am focused on establishing a province-wide
invasive plant program that is coordinated and
comprehensive, effective and efficient, successful and
sustainable. I believe that there are two fundamental
elements necessary to support such a program:

1. Long-term funding, which is stable and secure, for all land
tenures. 

2. Regulatory mechanisms that encourage voluntary 
compliance, with a backstop of consistent enforcement. 

Thank you to the Board of Directors, committee members,
Council staff, and contractors for their excellent work as well
as to contributors and volunteers who have helped the IPCBC
reach its goals. Special thanks go to Gail Wallin, Executive
Director, who has helped to significantly advance the Council
since its inception, and to Leslie MacDonald with the Ministry
of Agriculture and Lands for her perseverance in improving
understanding and building partnerships both with
government and across many other agencies, including the
Invasive Plant Council. Additional thanks to Jodi Romyn for
her tireless dedication and management to ensuring
completion of many of our challenging projects. 

Duncan Barnett 
Chair, Invasive Plant Council of BC 

Duncan Barnett

Message from the Chair Message from the Executive Director

Gail Wallin
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From supporting community weed pulls to providing practical field
management information to forest resource managers, it has certainly
been a busy year for the IPCBC and we couldn’t have done it without
your support and collaboration!

Included in this year’s Annual Report is a synopsis of Council activities and
accomplishments in 2007 as well as proposed priorities for 2008. We also encourage you to get to know
our dedicated Board of Directors by perusing the Director Profiles provided at the back of this report.

Special Highlights of 2007

THANK YOU

to all of our members, 

contributors, and 

supporters!

The Lieutenant Governor of BC, The
Honourable Iona Campagnolo, welcomed
participants to the 3rd annual forum and
provided many examples of the impacts of
invasive plants on BC’s environment and
economy, explaining that much change is
required in all aspects of our society to
minimize their establishment and spread. Her
Honour stressed that we need to look to the
knowledge among First Nations about native
plants that are more suitable to our
landscapes than invasive species. Climate
change may be shaping new ecosystems for
us, and we must watch for outbreaks of
invasive plants, particularly after the mountain
pine beetle outbreak in the Interior. The
Lieutenant Governor believes that the IPCBC
and its impressive Board of Directors has
everything required to influence change. 

A special forum on responsible gardening was
held to reflect the growing desire by nurseries and
gardeners to work to a shared goal with local
weed committees. Speakers provided their
perspectives on making invasive plant
management a priority for the horticulture industry
at national, provincial, and local levels. They
stressed the importance of voluntary measures by
citizens and businesses to reduce invasive plants,
and the role of the media in increasing public
awareness. Building joint solutions was seen as vital
to stopping the introduction of new invasive plants
to BC. 

The second set of concurrent presentations
addressed bio-control programs of the federal
and provincial government and research projects

The Honourable Iona Campagnolo 
with IPCBC staff team

3rd Annual Forum and Annual
General Meeting – Aliens Beware!  

“Aliens Beware!” was the
theme of the IPCBC’s 3rd

annual forum, held in
Richmond on January
23rd and 24th, 2007. A

total of 109 people attended
and the feedback on the forum

was very positive. Participants attended sessions
on best management practices, bio-control,
and responsible gardening; learned about
operational projects and success stories;
contributed ideas to the Council’s priorities for
2007 and beyond; and viewed a 10-minute
video on the IPCBC to be used for promotional
and educational purposes. The forum also
included the IPCBC’s 2007 annual general
meeting, which included approval of the
Council’s Board of Directors for 2007 and revision
of the Constitution.



at universities. Bio-control agents are ideal for such research because they can be tightly controlled.
Speakers discussed the importance of working interactively with other researchers
at all levels, including international, and the need for committed, long-term
funding and capacity for bio-control.

Speakers on best management practices addressed three key invasive plant
species: hawkweeds, giant hogweed, and oxeye daisy. They covered each plant’s
background, introduction to North America, characteristics, preferred habitat, and
impacts in BC. Specific regimes for control were also provided, along with, where
available, a useful website on best management practices.

More information on the presentations and video highlights can be found by
visiting the IPCBC website at www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca.

The Council Goes National … and International!
The IPCBC was a guest speaker at the 9th International Conference on the Ecology
and Management of Alien Plant Invasions (EMAPi9) in Perth, Western Australia,
where the Council highlighted the collaborative approach used in BC at the local
and province-wide level. There was strong interest in our BC model which is built on
collaboration and is inclusive of government. An Early Detection and Rapid
Response (EDRR) workshop held at the conference provided the Council with the
opportunity to share expertise in the development of BC’s EDRR framework.

The Council provided input into the Crown of the Continent
Ecosystem (CCE) Invasive Plant Field Guide Project where the
team is collaboratively developing information and a guidebook
for the CCE region. The team includes representatives from
Montana, Alberta, and BC. 

IPCBC joined the Weeds Across Borders 2008 conference planning
team and provided input for designing the international
conference being held in Banff, Alberta from May 27th to 30th,
2008. The team includes representatives from Montana,
Washington, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, and BC. 

Brandon University’s Rural Development Institute (Manitoba) is
leading an initiative to strengthen linkages between invasive plant
managers in Western Canada. IPCBC has joined this team with
representatives’ from BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. 

The Council was also invited as a guest speaker to Ontario and to
Atlantic Canada to provide guidance and thoughts on how to build provincial collaboration across
and within provinces. Due to this interest and recent growth of provincial councils, representatives have
been invited to attend the 2008 Annual forum to discuss improved networking across the country.

Invasive Plants and Horticulture
The Council worked collaboratively with the BC Landscape and Nursery Association (BCLNA) to ensure
inclusion of invasive plants in the BC Landscape and Nursery Standards. An Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) section was drafted for the Standard’s Glossary in partnership with the Institute for
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Special Highlights of 2007

The Invasive Plant Council
thanks the following for
sponsoring the Aliens Beware!
forum and AGM: Fraser Basin
Council, Investment Agriculture
Foundation of BC, Dow
AgroSciences, Taseko Mines
Ltd., the Provincial Government
of British Columbia, the
Canadian Food Inspection
Agency, Environment Canada
(Invasive Alien Species
Partnership Program), and the
Canadian Forest Service.   

Ministry of Agriculture & Lands

S. Atherton

L. Wilson




